
 
 
 
 
Sycamore Canyon/Goodan Ranch Hike: Preserving Public Access  
Pre-Conference Workshop 
Tuesday, April 23, 2019 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm  
Early Bird Fee: $50 includes workshop, 
lunch, & transportation  
 
Presenters: 
• Margaret Diss, Trails Program 

Coordinator, County of San Diego 
Dept of Parks & Rec 

• Melanie Tylke, Land Use Planner III, 
County of San Diego Dept of Parks & Rec  

• Matt Sanford, Region Manager, County of San Diego Dept of Parks & Rec  
• Louis Chertkow, Senior Park Ranger, County of San Diego Dept of Parks & Rec 

 
Description:  The goal of this workshop is to explore how the County of San Diego, Department 
of Parks and Recreation, was able to engage stakeholders, including wildlife agencies and the 
public, in the development of Public Access Plan (PAP) for the Sycamore Canyon/Goodan Ranch 
preserve, as well as a discussion on what makes a sustainable trail.  To explore these topics, we 
will visit Sycamore Canyon/Goodan Ranch Preserve where participants will have the 
opportunity to hike trails adopted as part of the PAP, and engage in two breakouts that will 
highlight community engagement, trail sustainability, PAPs, and stakeholder involvement.  This 
workshop includes two hours of hiking in the Sycamore Canyon/Goodan Ranch Preserve.  The 
hike is open to hikers of all levels.    
 
Itinerary:  

9:00 am - Depart Hotel  
9:45 am - Arrive Sycamore Goodan Ranch Preserve 
10:00 am - Hike In 
11:00 am - Community Partnerships and Trail Sustainability Discussion 
12:00 pm - Lunch and Presentation on Public Access Plans and Stakeholder Input 
1:30 pm - Closing Remarks/ Final Q&A 
1:45 pm - Optional Hike/Van to Staging Area 
2:30 pm - Drive to Viejas 
3:15 pm - Arrive at Viejas 



How to Prepare 
Wear comfortable, loose fitting 
clothing and sturdy walking 
shoes.  Bring water, hat, and 
sunscreen.  Lunch will be 
provided.   
 
Min and Max attendance: 
Minimum 5, max 14 
 
Weather dependent: In the 
event of inclement weather, the hike will be eliminated, but the discussion and presentation 
will be held inside at the interpretive center. 
 
Educational Objectives:  
The objective of this workshop is to take away best practices for developing and implementing 
Public Access Plans, specifically in regards to community engagement, stakeholder involvement, 
and implementing sustainable trails.   
 
Presenter Bios: 
Margaret Diss has served as the San Diego County Trails Program Coordinator in the Resource 
Management Division of the Department of Parks and Recreation for almost two years.  Before 
becoming Trails Coordinator, she was an Environmental Planner in both the County’s Planning 
and Parks departments.  Ms. Diss’ background and education is in Biological Anthropology and 
is a trained archaeologist, having worked in the Southwestern and Great Basin Regions. 
 
Melanie Tylke is a Land Use/Environmental Planner with over five years of experience 
conducting planning in San Diego County ranging from discretionary projects, environmental 
review, resource management, and trail and park development.  Melanie has worked closely on 
various trail planning projects for developing regional parks in San Diego County, including the 
Otay Valley Regional Park, Tijuana River Valley Regional Park, and others. 
 
Matt Sanford is a Region Manager with the County of San Diego Department of Parks & 
Recreation.  He has been with the County since 2017 and previously worked for the City of San 
Diego for 10 years as a Sr. Park Ranger.  Matt manages several open space parks, historic 
facilities, a county-wide maintenance team, and a trails crew that helps maintain and repair 
over 360 miles of trail in more than 100 county parks and open space preserves. 
 
Louis Chertkow has been employed with County of San Diego Department of Parks and 
Recreation for 35 years and has supervised community parks, campgrounds, regional day-use 
parks, and open space preserves.  His current position is Supervising Park Ranger of Sycamore 
Canyon/Goodan Ranch Preserve’s 2,272 acres and the Goodan Ranch Preserve’s 325 acres.  He 
currently supervises the preserves including 10 miles of non-motorized, multi-use trails, while 
protecting sensitive natural and cultural resources. 


